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LETTER,  £*. 


My  dear  Si 


r. 


O  U  will  by  this  time  have  heard  of  Lord  Bute’s 

Refignation,  an  event  that  has  aftoniffied  the 
Public. 


I  fancy  I  cannot  more  agreeably  gratify  your  curio- 
hty,  than  by  informing  you  of  the  opinions,  or  rather 
conjectures  that  are  formed  on  this  occafion.  His  peir- 
fonal  enemies  triumph  at  his  retreat,  and  boaft  that 
they  have  driven  him  from  Adminiftration  by  their  fpi- 
rited  oppofition  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  they  have  much 
reafon  to  vaunt,  as  not  a  tingle  perfon  of  their  party 

has  been  admitted  into  government. - The  friends  of 

the  late  Minifter  affirm,  that  his  Refignation  is  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  relblution  early  taken,  and  invariably  ad¬ 
hered  to  by  this  extraordinary  perlbn ;  who,  feeing  the 
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nation  involved  m  a  confuming  war,  which,  for  vari¬ 
ous  reafons,  no  Minifter  but  himfelf  would  put  an  end 
to,  thought  himfelf  called  upon,  not  only  as  the  friend 
of  his  Sovereign,  but  as  the  friend  of  his  country,  to 
undertake  the  difficult  and  dangerous  talk  of  making 

eace  :  This  he  happily  accompliffied,  and  made  a 
Peace  which  fpeaks  for  itfelf.  In  the  profecution  of 
tins  great  work,  his  life  has  been  often  threatened,  and 
fometimes  in  danger  from  an  exafperated  multitude-  his 
charadter  has  been  attacked  with  a  virulence,  till  now, 
unknown :  His  relations,  his  friends,  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  have  been  reviled,  and  every  poffible  method 
taken  to  difcredit  him  with  the  Public,  and  to  ruin 
him,  with  the  King,  his  matter.  This  fform  he  en¬ 
dured,  and  pci-fevered  with  invincible  conftancy,  till  the 
Peace  was  ratified  and  approved  by  Parliament,  and  the 
bufinefs  of  the  feffion  brought  to  a  conclufion  :  Then  he 
refigned,  leaving  the  new  miniftry,  fupported  by  a  great 
majority  in  both  houfes,  and  not  obftrudted  by  thofe 

prejudices  which  had  been  fo  induftrioufiy  raifed  up 
againft  him.  ^ 

It  is  reported,  that  his  Lordffiip  was  determined  to 
the  immediate  execution  of  his  purpofe  by  the  declining 
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ftate  of  his  health,  greatly  impaired  by  the  anxiety  and 
fatigue  of  bufinefs.  This  opinion,  of  his  having  early 
taken  a  refolution  to  retire,  is  confirmed  by  the  mildnefs 
of  his  adminiftration,  and  his  total  neglect  of  the  libels 
againft  him.  He  has  accordingly  retired,  without  place 
or  penfion,  difdaining  to  touch  thofe  tempting  fpoils 
which  lay  at  his  feet. 

Viewed  in  this  light,  the  condud  of  the  late  Mini- 
fler  fhines  with  a  Iplendor  of  generofity  and  difinterelt- 
ednefs  that  muft  ftrike  every  unprejudiced  mind,  and 
even  foften  the  rage  of  prejudice  itfelf.  The  Minifter 
of  the  greateft  kingdom  in  the  world,  who  voluntarily 
refigns,  retires,  and  becomes  a  private  man,  without 
rank,  place,  or  revenue,  furely  prefents  to  mankind  an 
uncommon  fpedacle.  An  Object  of  Veneration  ! 
And  every  ferious  and  refle&ing  perfon  muft  necefiarily 
regret,  that  this  noble  Lord  found  his  countrymen  in 
fuch  a  difpofition  with  regard  to  him,  as  to  require  lo 
extraordinary  an  effort  of  magnanimity  to  do  them  fer- 
vice. 

The  turbulence  of  free  ftates  is  a  common  theme 
of  declamation,  and  feerns  a  defect,  in  fome  degree,  in- 

feparable 
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feparable  from  liberty.  I  am  afraid,  that  this  country 
has  now  given  an  inftance  of  this  difpofition,  which  may 
lead  future  Minifters  and  future  Sovereigns  to  views  of 
government  very  different  from  thofe  of  the  late  Mini- 
ffer,  and  the  prefent  King.  His  Majefty,  fince  his  ac- 
cefhon  to  the  throne,  has  voluntarily  furrendered  part 
of  his  prerogative,  and  part  of  his  revenue,  for  the  fake 
of  freedom.  He  hath  fet  before  his  fubje&s  an  uniform 
example  of  every  private  virtue  ;  and  yet,  to  confefs  the 
truth,  fad  ion  has  been  able  to  diminifh  the  popularity 
due  to  this  excellent  Prince. 

Hie  P  ietatis  Hones. 

I  am  unwilling  to  draw  a  conclufion  fo  fevere  againft 
the  age  in  which  we  live,  but  it  feerns  unavoidable. — * 
This  King  is  too  virtuous  for  his  people !  Their  ungra¬ 
titude  to  him  is  a  proof,  that  they  neither  have  in  them- 
felves,  nor  refped  in  others,  thofe  qualities  which  di- 
ftinguifh  him  among  Monarchs  and  among  men.  Per¬ 
haps  (I  am  afraid  it  is  more  than  perhaps)  they  would 
be  better  fubjects  if  their  Sovereign  was  not  fo  good,  and 
it  is  no  prophecy  to  fay  of  thofe  headlong  times,  that 
fome  hard  ruled  king,  as  Shakefpear  calls  Henry  VIII. 

will 
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will  one  day  arife,  and  more  than  revenge  the  wrongs 
of  his  predeceffor.  Such  are  the  fentiments  that  I  hear 
om  judicious  and  quiet  men,  who  foarching  into  the 
character  and  conduct  of  the  King,  and  his  late  raini¬ 
er,  can  find  nothing  to  juftify  the  violence  of  oppofi- 
tion,  nothing  to  excufe  that  moll  injurious  jealoufy  of 
an  intention  to  attack  Liberty  by  elfablilhing  a  general 
Excile.  For  my  part  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  that  Liberty 
is  in  no  danger  but  from  the  growth  of  licentioufnefs, 
the  arrogance  of  fadtion,  and  the  temerity  of  feditious 
men,  working  on  the  paffions  of  their  fellow  fobjedts. 

Whoever  confiders  fome  late  proceedings  of  a  very 
public  nature,  can  be  at  no  lofs  to  judge  from  what 
quarter  the  conftitution  is  in  danger.  A  fingle  corpora¬ 
tion  eredts  itfolf  into  a  tribunitial  court,  condemns  the 
procedure  of  parliament,  and  gives  imperious  counlel 
to  the  King.  The  more  I  contemplate  the  temper  of 
the  times,  and  the  fort  of  fpirit  that  has  prevailed  for  a 
twelve  month  pall,  the  more  melancholy  are  my  con- 
elufions.  A  patriot  King,  and  patriot  Minilfer,  have 
been  deforibed  in  the  writings  of  the  learned,  and  held 
up  as  objects  of  admiration  and  defire:  I  fear  this  coun¬ 
ts  y  has  beheld  them  both,  and  has  not  known  them. 

C  What 
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What  real  caufe  of  jealoufy  or  difeontent  has 'been  given 
during  the  late  Adminiftration  ?  Has  Germany  been  the 
idol  of  the  Sovereign  ?  Or  the  aggrandizing  of  his  own 
family  the  objed  oi:  the  Minifter  ?  Have  party  diftinc^ 
tions  been  kept  up,  that  the  Minifter  might  govern  by 
a  party  ?  No  :  the  oppofttion  itfelf  have  been  weak 
enough  to  exclaim  againft  the  wife  and  benevolent  plan 
of  their  Sovereign,  who  chofe  to  be  the  King  of  his 
People,  and  not  the  leader  of  a  party. 

Amazing !  that  thofe  very  perfons,  who  when  in  of¬ 
fice  were  always  ready  to  receive  every  one  who  would 
lift  with  them,  fliould  prefume  to  mutiny  againft  their 
King,  and  diftrefs  his  Adminiftration,  becaufe  he  re¬ 
ceived  into  favour  the  independant  country  gentlemen  of 
England,  renouncing  their  antient  prejudices,  and  vow¬ 
ing  allegiance  to  their  native  Prince.  Thefe  are  fads 
which  admit  of  no  denial,  and  lead  me  ftill  more  fin- 
cerely  to  lament,  the  lofs  of  that  conftitutional  Minifter 
who  has  now  refigned.  I  call  him  a  conftitutional  Mi¬ 
nifter,  becaufe  he  was  not  forced  upon  the  King  by  a 
prevalent  fadion,  but  chofen  by  his  matter,  and  there¬ 
fore  liable  to  the  check  and  controul  of  parliament  l 
which  a  Minifter  is  not  who  feizes  government  at  the 

head 
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head  or  a  party,  and  will  be  fupported  even  in  the 
worft  meafures,  by  the  party  whom  he  leads.  But  the 
late  M mirier,  befides  being  in  this  remarkable  feme  a 
conftitutional  Minifter,  had  fome  acknowledged  qualities 
that  rendered  him  the  leaf);  dangerous  to  liberty,  of  all 
thofe  who  have  ever  held  his  office :  he  had  not  been 
bred  in  the  fchool  of  corruption,  his  delicate  nature  was 
fhocked  even  at  that  degree  of  it  which  the  neceffity  of 
the  ftate  requires.  Former  minifters  corrupted  indi¬ 
viduals  to  make  them  fwerve  from  their  duty;  now  1 
am  afraid,  whoever  is  Minifter,  mu  ft  ufe  fome  influence 
with  men  to  make  them  adhere  to  it.  Difinterefted  and 
fincere,  the  Earl  of  B.  was  apt  to  think  too  well  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  to  lay  a  greater  ftrefs  upon  principle  than  this 
age  admits  of.  His  houfe  was  a  fchool  of  temperance 
and  regularity;  there  were  neither  routs  nor  revels,  nor 
rioting  nor  gaming  there  :  No  man  can  complain,  dur¬ 
ing  his  adminiftration,  of  a  promife  broken,  or  of  hopes 
given  and  not  fulfilled.  No  inferior  perfon,  in  any  de¬ 
partment  where  he  has  ferved,  who  does  not  paffionately 

regret  the  lofs  of  fo  eafy,  fo  kind  a  fuperior _ Such  is 

the  Minifter  whom  this  country  has  loft  for  ever ;  who, 
in  a  moft  perilous  hour,  entered  on  adminiftration,  and 
in  the  midft  of  all  his  cares  and  anxieties  for  the  itate, 

has 


(  12  ) 


■  O'  10$ 


has  been  traduced  and  perfecuted  in  a  manner  unheard 
of,  and  even  incredible  to  pofterity.  Amongft  other 
qualities  not  denied  him,  he  is  laid  to  poffefs  a  firm  be¬ 
lief  of  religion  ;  elfe,  he  has  had  reafon  enough  to  fay 
with  Brutus,  Virtue,  I  have  worfhipped  thee  as  a  fub- 


and  I  have 
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